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BOSTON — New federal data
on the Atlantic groundfish pop-
ulation indicates that three
times more fish could be pulled
from Northeast waters if the
fisheries are allowed to re-
beund completely.

The report. presented yester-
day to the New England Fishery
Management  Council, used
new methods of analysis to
gauge the potential population
of the 19 species of groundfish
in the Northeast.

"It provides a very strong an-
alytical basis that if you let the
fish stay out there and get big-
ger and stay in the spawning
population, we're§oing togeta
much bigger yield of new fish
than has been possible,” said
Teri Frady, spokeswoman for
the National Marine Fisheries
Service

The report found that cur-
rent fishing rates, in some in-

stances, are well below what
could be fished if stocks re-
bound. The 2001 take repre-
sented only 36 percent of the
potential size of the take for all
the species, if they rebound as
projected.

“If these stocks are rebuilt.
you can catch almost three
times as much, and the stock is
not overfished.” Frady said.

The results showed that for
eight species, future catches
can be larger if stocks are re-
built. Takes of five stocks could
be smaller, and the remaining
six — including Georges Bank
Cod — should stay the same,
according to the report.

The report is part of a routine
reanalysis of the projection for
the total population — or bio-
mass — of the various varieties
of fish in the Northeast.

“It's silent on matters of poli-
¢y. 1ts in line with our routine
responsibility to provide the

Allowing groundfish stocks to rebound
would lead to bigger yields, report says

most accurate information we
can about stock,” Frady said.

The analyses were conduct-
ed by 12 scientists from the
Northeast Fisheries Science
Center and six experts from
outside the center.

Federal regulators have been
under the gun since Junuary,
when a federal judge in Wash-
ington ruled that New En land
fishery managers have defied a
Congressional mandate to re-
build fish stocks.

In that ruling released in Jan-
uary, U.S. District Court judge
Gladys Kessler, citing the gov-
ernment’s “record of inaction
and delay,” agreed with conser-
vation groups who sued the
government, charging that reg-
ulators didn't follow laws to re-
store  depleted  groundfish
stocks, including cod and
flounder.

Frady said that vesterday'’s
report will help federal officials.
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EPA Proposes Harbor Cleanup Plan Changes

“EPA’s proposal calls for eliminating the construction of a 17-acre confined
" disposal facility in the harbor's north terminal port area and disposing its
'PCB-contaminated sediment off-site instcad.
Formal comments can be made in writ
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